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Required 
ENGLISH/ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS 
MATHEMATICS 
SCIENCE 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
Directed Electives 
WORLD LANGUAGE 
FINE ARTS 
BUSINESS, MARKETING & TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
AGRICULTURE 
ICE (Interdisciplinary Cooperative Education) 
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 
 
Physical Education and Health Education 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
HEALTH EDUCATION 
 
Additional Electives 
MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
AREA 18 NEIGHBORING SCHOOLS 
OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS 
8 credits are needed for every type of diploma offered. 
ENGLISH 9 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 and AHD course with competencies defined 

This course is designed to integrate the study of literature, composition and oral communication. Students 
develop their use of language as a tool for learning and thinking and as a source of pleasure. Students practice 
identifying, analyzing, and composing with different elements, structures and genres of written language. 
  
The literature  instruction focuses on opportunities to read and comprehend a broad variety of literature 
applying appropriate reading strategies to enhance reading skills and literary appreciation. The composition 
component requires students to write for various audiences and purposes while strengthening skills in 
paragraph and multi-paragraph writing. Using technology, students receive instruction and practice in the 
writing process: opportunities to create multiple types of writing, including expository essays of persuasion and 
literary analysis and technical writing in various forms. 
  
The oral  communication component emphasizes effective listening and speaking techniques and provides 
opportunities for students to integrate other reading and language arts skills as they learn to express ideas 



verbally. Extensive exercises and activities structured to promote success on the ECA exam are also part of 
this curriculum. 
 
ENGLISH 10 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
A Core 40 and AHD course 
Pre: English 9 recommended 

English 10 reinforces and continues to make full use of many of the activities and skills of English 9. English 10 
adds the consideration of a given canon of literature, and increased focus on the self-conscious choices of 
comprehension and writing strategies. Literature instruction focuses on opportunities to respond critically, 
reflectively, and imaginatively to literature both orally and in writing. Practice distinguishing among the different 
types of contents and purposes of both written and oral language is also included. The composition component 
provides students with the opportunity to write for various audiences and purposes. Students identify and 
employ various elements of good writing in well organized descriptive, expository, and narrative writings. They 
are required to express these elements of good writing verbally within the classroom setting. Students will 
receive basic instruction in speech. 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS LAB (ISTEP+/ English 10 ECA) 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 9-12 

Pre: Assigned by results if ISTEP+ 8th Grade Tests, or results of English 10 ECA 
Students will be assigned to this course as determined by the results of their individual ISTEP+/GQE test 
results. The purpose of the course will be to remediate students so that they will be better prepared to pass the 
English 10 ECA in English/Language Arts. The course may be offered before or after regular school hours 
each day or during summer school. The course would receive 1 credit if it met for 80 hours.  Intensive writing 
prompts, modeled from those used on previous ISTEP+ tests are used as the basis to teach the standard use 
of written English. Practical application of writing is stressed. Students are taught how to write using complete 
sentences, and paragraphs, in business and personal letter formats and other examples of facsimile situations 
which they may encounter when approaching the state proficiency test. To improve the success on tests like 
the ISTEP+, development of a large working vocabulary promoted. Students are expected to utilize examples 
of expanded vocabulary and spelling skills in their writing prompts. 
  
ENGLISH 11 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 11-12 
A Core 40 and AHD course 
Pre: English 10 recommended 

English 11 will continue to help students master the state’s curriculum standards. This year, students will 
continue to build their vocabulary, learning unfamiliar words that refer to characters or themes. They will use 
their knowledge of roots and word parts to draw inferences about words in literature or other subject areas. 
  
Students will analyze both the features and rhetorical devices of different types of public documents, noting 
particularly the rhetorical devices used to convey its message. While reading and analyzing selected essays, 
students will study each author’s organization, ideas, word choice, power, validity, and truthfulness of 
argument. Learners will support their reactions by citing evidence from the text. 
  
Reading choices will provide a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature, giving students many 
examples of literary elements such as irony, tone, mood style, figurative language, and sound. 
  
Students will complete narrative, expository, persuasive, descriptive, and analytical writing assignments. To 
enhance their writing, they should use point of view and rhetorical devices as they incorporate the six traits of 



writing, especially focusing on the individual voice and sentence variety and style. Their arguments should be 
based on relevant details which may come from Internet sources. Students will demonstrate increased control 
of grammar, diction, formatting, and English usage. Students will be expected to correctly cite sources within 
their texts. 
  
ENGLISH 12 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 12 
Pre: English 11 is recommended 
A Core 40 and AHD course with competencies defined 

This course continues to refine students’ ability and desire to learn and communicate about language and 
literature. Students practice explaining and defending their readings to others. In addition, the emphasis on 
different cultural contexts is intensified. Students learn to identify and communicate both in writing and 
speaking, about the broad themes, trends, and cultural issues present in literature. The composition 
component of English 12 continues to provide students with opportunities to hone their writing. Writing at this 
stage has a clearly identified audience, a well-articulated purpose and thesis, and a structured body that fulfills 
its stated purpose and supports its thesis in a way accessible to its audience. Writing at this stage is also well 
informed by careful research and intelligent analysis. The formal study of grammar, usage, spelling and 
language mechanics is integrated into the study of writing, as well as the art or oral communication used in 
discussion of the research and analysis techniques. 
  
A.P ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 

A 2-Year Course 
Grade 11-12 
Pre: C in English 10 or English 10S 
2 semesters, 2 credits each year 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

This AP English Literature and Composition course is designed to be an intensive study of significant pieces of 
literature within specific genres which will provide challenging reading and stimulate much response. The 
literature provides insight into various cultures of the world, giving a glimpse of the values associated with 
different groups of people from different period of time. In order to understand and assimilate the reading, 
students will voice answers to resultant questions through class discussions and sharing frequent, analytical 
writings. In this way, students become involved in the reading, share responses that open others’ minds, and 
help answer life’s pressing questions. Students will learn to write clear, cogent papers that elucidate the texts 
to prove their arguments. 
  
Overall, student writing will meet three objectives: reacting, interpreting, and evaluation. Consequently, 
students will be expected to take copious notes and keep a reading journal. They will often free write their 
thoughts on teacher-given prompts for about 10 minutes and write some reaction papers. In addition, students 
will write brief expository, analytical essays, demonstrating their abilities to use textual details to explain 
meaning. Finally, they will write evaluation pieces, using necessary supportive details. Each type of paper 
should show effective and wide-ranging word usage, a variety of sentence structures, organization that adds to 
overall coherence, clear generalizations supported by illustrative detail, and a personal voice. Through this 
written practice, students will be better prepared to show their thinking on the AP English Literature and 
Composition test in the spring. 
  
COMPOSITION 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grade 12 
Pre: English 11A or C grade in English 11 
A Core 40 and AHD Course 

Composition provides students with an opportunity to learn to write by writing. Students have frequent 
opportunities to write for different purposes, using a process that includes drafting, peer sharing, revising, and 



producing a final product. In addition to providing instruction in writing clear, coherent, and organized papers, 
this course teaches strategies for collecting and transforming data for use in writing and using criteria to 
evaluate and revise writing. Instruction in grammar, usage, and mechanics are integrated with writing so that 
students develop a functional understanding of language. Writing follows conventions of language, style, 
mechanics, and format. Word processors are used to support writing instruction. Students have the opportunity 
to take the second semester of the course as dual credit through a local university via an online composition 
course.  Students should meet the university admissions requirements to gain acceptance into this course. 
 
STUDENT PUBLICATIONS (Media) 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Not a Core 40 or AHD Course 
Pre: Written Application + Instructor Approval 

Student Publications  is a study and application of modern digital journalism. Students demonstrate their ability 
to do journalistic writing and design for high school publications over a variety of media formats. Students 
follow the ethical principles and legal boundaries that guide scholastic journalism. Students express 
themselves publicly with meaning and clarity for the purpose of informing, entertaining, or persuading. 
Students will have the opportunity to design and edit for a Web page, report on school news, contribute to 
weekly news videos, and more. In addition to those, students will also be able to begin a blog for web 
production. Students work on high school publications or media staffs so that they may prepare themselves for 
career paths in journalism, communications, writing, or related fields. 
  
STUDENT PUBLICATIONS (Yearbook) 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Not a Core 40 or AHD Course 
Pre: Written Application + Instructor Approval 

This course provides the study of and practice in gathering and analyzing information, interviewing, and 
note-taking for the purpose of writing, editing, and publishing. This course includes instruction and practice in 
effective journalistic writing techniques as well as layout, design, digital photography, proofreading, caption and 
headline writing, and keeping advertising records. Student Publications offers practical training in publishing a 
yearbook. Students plan, publish, market, and distribute their yearbook. 
  
Students are required to sell ads and possibly help with other money-making activities outside of school time to 
offset printing costs. The opportunity to participate in summer camps and workshops will also be available 
during extracurricular time. 
  
The opportunity to take photos will be given. All photographers are required to do at least two photo 
assignments a month outside of school. The adviser and/or student editors make assignments. Good 
attendance is very important. If selected for the staff, you will be notified so that student publications may fit 
into your class schedule. 
  
MATHEMATICS 
All high school classes require a Scientific Calculator 
4 credits are needed for the General Diploma, 6 credits for the Core 40 Diploma, 6-8 credits for the Core 
40 with Technical Honors Diploma, and 6-8 credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors Diploma 
Students must take a math or quantitative reasoning course each year in high school. 
  
MATHEMATICS LAB 

Credits: A one to eight credit elective course 
Counts as an Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with Academic Honors and Core 40 
with Technical Honors diplomas 



Clarifying information can be appended to the end of the course title to denote the content 
covered in each course Example:Mathematics Lab used to support students in Algebra I can be 
recorded on the transcript as Mathematics Lab – Algebra I. 

Mathematics Lab provides students with individualized instruction designed to support success in completing 
mathematics coursework aligned with Indiana’s Academic Standards for Mathematics.  It is recommended that 
Mathematics Lab is taken in conjunction with a Core 40 mathematics course, and the content of Mathematics 
Lab should be tightly aligned to the content of its corresponding course.Mathematics Lab should not be offered 
in conjunction with Algebra I or integrated Mathematics I; instead, schools should offer Algebra Enrichment or 
Integrated Mathematics Enrichment to provide students with rigorous support for these courses. 
 
BUSINESS MATH 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: None 
The course description is found in the Business Department and may count as math credits 

ALGEBRA I 
2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 8-12 
A Core 40 and AHD course required for graduation 
Pre: “C-” in Pre-Algebra 
ECA exam is required for graduation. 
A scientific calculator is required for the course. 

This course provides a formal development of the algebraic skills and concepts necessary for students who will 
take other advanced college-preparatory courses. In particular, the instructional program in this course 
provides for the use of algebraic skills in a wide range of problem-solving situations. The concept of function is 
emphasized throughout the course. Topics include (1) properties of real numbers, (2) solution sets, (3) basic 
operations with polynomials, (4) solving quadratic equations and systems, (5) use of exponents, and (6) 
introductory topics from statistics and probability. The course will stress problem solving. The student will learn 
the basic assumptions, definitions, and theorems, which determine the ways to manipulate equations to 
produce useful results.  The course content includes: Basic properties and operations involving the real 
number system; solution and evaluation of open sentences- equalities or inequalities; solution of open 
sentences by graphing- number line and coordinate plane; solution of systems of open sentence; solution of 
quadratics: basic operations with polynomials; understanding and using elementary functions; exponential; 
solving equations; square root; use of symbols; operations with functions; sets, functions; and working with 
signed numbers. 
 
ALGEBRA ENRICHMENT 

Credits: A two credit course 
Counts as a Mathematics Course for the General Diploma only or as an Elective for the Core 
40, Core 40 with Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
Algebra Enrichment is designed as a support course for Algebra I. As such, a student taking 
Algebra Enrichment must also be enrolled in Algebra I during the same academic year 

Algebra Enrichment  is a mathematics support course for Algebra I .  The course provides students with 
additional time to build the foundations necessary for high school math courses, while concurrently having 
access to rigorous, grade-level appropriate courses.  The five critical areas of Algebra Enrichment  align with 
the critical areas of Algebra I :  Relationships between Quantities and Reasoning with Equations; Linear and 
Exponential Relationships; Descriptive Statistics; Expressions and Equations; and Quadratic Functions and 
Modeling.  However, whereas Algebra I  contains exclusively grade-level content,Algebra Enrichment  combines 
standards from high school courses with foundational standards from the middle grades. 
 
GEOMETRY 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 



A Core 40 and AHD course 
Pre: C grade average in Algebra I or pass Core 40 exam w/Algebra Credit 

This course provides students with experiences that deepen the understanding of shapes and their properties. 
Deductive and inductive reasoning as well as investigative strategies in drawing conclusions are stressed. 
Properties and relationships of geometric figures include the study of angles, lines, planes, congruent and 
similar triangles, trigonometric ratios, polygons, circles, and spatial drawings and relationships.  An 
understanding of proof and logic is developed. Use of graphing calculators and computer drawing programs is 
encouraged. Necessary theorems and corollaries and postulates are derived. Other areas of study may 
include: Measurement, properties, and relationships of points, lines, angles, and surfaces; perpendicular and 
parallel lines; coordinate properties, coordinate geometry; and area volumes; geometric constructions; 
geometry in nature; geometry in the business world; geometry in the arts and sciences; etc. A project will be 
assigned each cycle that will apply to relevant geometry topics. 
 
ALGEBRA II 

Grades 10-12 
2 semesters, 2 credits 
A Core 40 and AHD course 
Pre: C grade average in Algebra I 
A “C” grade in Geometry is recommended or taken concurrently 

This course expands on the topics of Algebra I and provides further development of the concept of a function. 
Topics include the theorems and properties of algebra, polynomials, rational exponents, systems of equations, 
complex numbers, factoring, graphing functions, sequences with series, conic sections, and composite 
functions, exponents, logarithms, and probability. 
 
PRE-CALCULUS 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 11 or 12 
An AHD course 
Pre: C grade average in Algebra II 
A graphing calculator is required (TI-83 Plus). 

This course blends together all of the concepts and skills that must be mastered prior to enrollment in a 
college-level calculus course. There are a wide variety of advanced mathematical topics that will be covered. 
These include studying functions, translations, curve fitting, zeros of functions, logarithms and exponents, unit 
circle trigonometry, trigonometric functions and triangles, polar equations, vectors, conics, matrices, probability, 
and limits. 
  
MATHEMATICS, (CALCULUS), ADV. PLACEMENT 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grade 12 
Pre: C grade average in Pre-Calculus 
An AHD course 
A graphing calculator is required (TI-83 Plus) 

This course follows College Board Entrance Examination guidelines for Advanced Placement mathematics. 
Topics include limits, continuity, derivatives, and integrals, all involving rational, trigonometric, logarithmic, and 
exponential functions. This course also includes applications of the derivative, the integral, and the theory of 
calculus. The student is required to take the A.P. Calculus (AB) test in May. Grades in this course are 
weighted. 

SCIENCE 
4 credits are needed for the General Diploma, 6 credits for the Core 40 Diploma, 6 credits for the Core 
40 with Technical Honors Diploma, and 6 credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors Diploma 
  



GENERAL BIOLOGY:  Biology I (Lab / General) 
  2 semesters, 2 credits - Grades 9-12; A CORE 40 and AHD Course 
 Class Prerequisite: Pass 8th Grade Science 
 Required for Graduation; “Accordance to Indiana State Standards and Benchmarks” 

 This first year biology course will reflect the spectrum of living things.  The student will be able to engage in 
scientific inquiry, understand societal roles of science and technology, and appreciate the unifying principles of 
biology.  Emphasis will be on biological characteristics, biochemistry, lab methods, evolution, ecology, 
cytology, cell division, protein synthesis, genetics, and general mammalian anatomy.  
  
Lectures, laboratories, projects, technology, and/or investigations will be utilized in this course (Note: 
Dissection is Optional). 
  
HUMAN ANATOMY and PHYSIOLOGY: Biology II (Lab / Advanced / Academic Dual Credit)  

2 semesters, 2 credits - Grades 10-12; A Core 40 and AHD Course 
Class Prerequisite:  Biology I and Chemistry I (Non-Concurrent) with a “B” or Higher Highly 
Recommended and Preferred 

Dual Credit “BIO100” Information: Only for 11-12 Graders / Chemistry Not Required but Highly Recommended; 
3 Credits; Non-College Science Majors; However, Can Count as an Elective; if Take BIO111 and BIO112 Dual 
Credit, then Cannot Take for Dual Credit 
  
This advanced course provides extended laboratory investigations into the internal structures and functions of 
human mammalian anatomy and physiology.  This course refines the students’ methods of scientific inquiry 
and problem resolution. In-depth investigation of mammalian anatomy and physiology will be the focus of this 
course.  It will be the goal of this course to prepare the student for advanced studies in many areas in biology 
beyond high school. 
  
Emphasis will be placed on anatomical and physiological terminology, histology, digestive system, circulatory 
system, respiratory system, excretory system, reproductive system, nervous and sensory systems. Integration 
of the immune system, endocrine system, lymphatic system and diseases of the body will accompany the 
subject matter. 
  
A primary mammalian dissection will be used to summarize all the systems towards the end of the course and 
is required by all students to participate. 
  
Lectures, laboratories, dissection, projects, technology, field trips and/or investigations will be utilized in this 
course. 
  
ADVANCED BIOLOGY: Biology II (Lab / Advanced / Academic Dual Credit)  

2 semesters, 2 credits - Grades 10-12; A Core 40 and AHD Course 
Class Prerequisite:  Biology I and Chemistry I (Non-Concurrent) with a “B” or Higher Highly 
Recommended and Preferred 

 Dual Credit “BIO111” Information: Only for 11-12 Graders / Chemistry (Non-Concurrent Only) Required; 4 
Credits; for College Science Majors   
  
This advanced course provides extended laboratory, field and literature investigations into the internal 
structures, functions, and processes of living organisms and the environmental interactions of these 
organisms.  This course refines the students’ methods of scientific inquiry, biological explanations and problem 
resolution. It is an advanced study of the characteristics of life.  It will be the goal of this course to prepare the 
student for advanced studies in many areas of biology beyond high school.  
  
Emphasis will be placed on biological molecules, cellular metabolism, fermentation and respiration, 
photosynthesis, DNA, RNA, and protein synthesis, genetic expressions, organism diversity and development, 
and evolution. An APA research paper will be required. 



  
Lectures, research, laboratories, projects, technology, field trips, investigations and/or an introduction to APA 
“American Psychological Association” writing styles will be utilized in this course. 
  
BOTANY and ZOOLOGY: Biology II (Lab / Advanced / Academic Dual Credit)  
 2 semesters, 2 credits - Grades 10-12; A Core 40 and AHD Course 

 Class Prerequisite:  Biology I and Chemistry I (Non-Concurrent) with a “B” or Higher Highly 
Recommended and Preferred 

Dual Credit “BIO112” Information: Only for 11-12 Graders / Chemistry Not Required but Highly Recommended; 
4 Credits; for College Science Majors   
  
1st Semester Botany: This advanced course will reflect the field of vascular plants.  The student will be able to 
explain, describe, and identify many topics including: bryophytes, seedless vascular plants, seed plants, and 
angiosperms; specialized tissues in plants and transport; reproduction with cones and flowers, seed 
development, and germination; and/or hormones and plant growth. Emphasis will be on plant diversity, roots, 
stems, and leaves, reproduction of seed plants, and/or plant responses and adaptations.  
  
2nd Semester Zoology: This advanced course will reflect the field of animals (primarily non-mammalian).  The 
student will be able to explain, describe, and identify: sponges, cnidarians, worms, mollusks, arthropods, 
insects, nonvertebrate chordates, fishes, and amphibians, reptiles, and/or birds. Emphasis will be on the 
diversity, classification, evolution, and/or behavior of invertebrates and chordates.  
  
A lab paper in the area of plants in APA format may also be discussed and required in order to develop an 
awareness of proper research techniques and scientific writing styles. 
  
Lectures, laboratories, dissection, projects, technology, field trips and/or investigations will be utilized in this 
course. 
  
EARTH & SPACE SCIENCE I 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: Life Science I or Biology I is recommended 
 A Core 40 course 

This course provides a study of the earth’s lithosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere, and its celestial 
environment. This course emphasizes the study of energy at work in forming and modifying earth materials, 
landforms, and continents through geological time. Students have opportunities to gain an understanding of the 
history of the development of the earth and space sciences, to explore the uses of knowledge of the earth and 
its environment in various careers, and to cope with problems related to personal needs and social issues. 
Topics may include: meteorology, geology, earth processes and structure, rocks and minerals, paleontology 
(fossils), the moon, travel in space, geologic and topographic maps, mapping, weather oceanography, 
ground-water, properties that change the earth, diastrophism, volcanism; and earthquakes. All students will be 
required to complete a geology project. 
 
INTEGRATED CHEMISTRY-PHYSICS  (ICP) 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: C grade in Algebra I 
A Core 40 course 
Not open to students who have taken Chemistry 1 or Physics 1. 

 
Integrated Chemistry-Physics is a course focused on the following core topics: motion and energy of 
macroscopic objects; chemical, electrical, mechanical and nuclear energy; properties of matter; transport of 



energy;magnetism; energy production and its relationship to the environment and economy. Instruction 
focuses on developing student understanding that scientific knowledge is gained from observation of natural 
phenomena and experimentation by designing and conducting investigations guided by theory as well as by 
evaluating and communicating the results of those investigations according to accepted procedures. 
• Prerequisite: Algebra I (may be taken concurrently with this course) 
 
CHEMISTRY I 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 (Grade 9 by permission of instructor.) 
Pre: C grade in Algebra I  
 A Core 40 and AHD course 

Chemistry is the study of matter. This is a rigorous lab and problem based class that examines topics of 
Classifications of matter, atomic theory, moles, chemical reactions, acid base theory, nuclear chemistry, 
periodic properties and gas laws. Extensive lab work is required. This class meets the Chemistry requirements 
of the State of Indiana for a Core 40 diploma. 
 
AP CHEMISTRY 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: C grade average in Chemistry I 

The AP Chemistry course provides students with a college-level foundation to support future advanced 
coursework in chemistry.  Students cultivate their understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based 
investigations, as they explore topics such as:  atomic structure, intermolecular forces and bonding, chemical 
reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, and equilibrium. 
 
PHYSICS I 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 11-12 
Pre: “C” in Algebra 2 or Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

This course develops the fundamental concepts and principles of the behavior of our world and space. 
Emphasis is put on the understanding of these concepts and how they relate to everyday experiences. 
Mathematics is used to verify these and explore more situations in depth. Demonstrations and related 
examples are given daily with the students participating in projects every cycle. 
  
AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 11-12 
Pre: Biology I, Chemistry I 
A Core 40 & AHD course 

The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, 
and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze 
environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these 
problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. 
  
Instruction is primarily based on Laboratory and inquiry exercises supplemented with lecture/discussions, 
projects and a great deal of homework readings. To help students gain familiarity with their natural 
surroundings, the class also includes basic taxonomy of particular organisms within the student’s immediate 
environment. Students will learn to use keys and field guides to identify tree species, common herbaceous 
plant species, birds and recognize the basic natural communities occurring in the local area and the State of 
Indiana. Labs and projects are used throughout the year to teach and practice concepts used in class. 
Students are required to take the end of course AP test at the conclusion of the class. 



SOCIAL STUDIES 
4 credits are needed for the General Diploma and 6 credits are needed for all other types of diplomas 
offered. 
  
WORLD HISTORY AND CIVILIZATION 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

This course provides a study of selected world cultures and civilizations from past to the present. The content 
provides information to compare and analyze the differences and similarities between cultures. The interaction 
of culture and environment on civilizations from early times to present to show the effects on modern society. 
Geography maps are also part of this course. 
 
UNITED STATES HISTORY 

Grades 11-12 
2 semesters, 2 credits 
Required for Graduation 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

This course emphasizes national development from colonial America to the present day. Students will be 
asked to identify significant events, figures, and movements in the development of the United States. 
Emphasis is given to the study of social history and how it is influenced by the combination of historical events 
and geographic, cultural, political, and economic factors. Students will be expected to demonstrate the ability to 
analyze primary source documents such as photographs, art, fiction, and nonfiction writings. Students will 
demonstrate the ability to examine cause and effect, identify multiple perspectives, examine the relationships 
of significant themes and concepts, and relate historical situations to current issues. 
 
AP UNITED STATES HISTORY 

Grades 11-12 
2 semesters, 2 credits 
Pre: Administrative Approval and B+ average or better in prior English classes. 

This course provides students with the content approved by the College Board. The course has a chronological 
frame from Pre-European Colonization to the present. Course fulfills the US History requirement for the 
General, Core 40 with Academic Honors, or Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas, or counts as an Elective 
for any diploma. This course has a considerable amount of required reading. Grades in previous English 
courses will be considered when student requires instructor permission. 
  
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grade 12 
Required for Graduation 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

This course provides a framework for understanding the nature and importance of responsible civic 
participation and for learning the rights and responsibilities of individuals in a constitutional democracy. 
Students will have the opportunity to take, defend, and evaluate positions on current issues that impact political 
decision making. Their ability to influence policies and decisions as individuals/groups will be included. 
  
This course consists of an introduction to the basic structure of American Government. The executive, 
legislative, and judicial branches will be studied. The purpose is to give the student an overall view of American 
Government organization and function. Topics include forms of government, constitutional history, rights, and 
principles, political parties, elections, political systems, processes, state and local governments. 



  
Students should understand their ability to influence policies and decisions as individuals and in groups. 
Current events and special reports will be used to aid in relating government to everyday life. 
  
ECONOMICS 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grade 12 
Required for graduation 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

This course introduces students to the basic principles and elementary factors which influence our personal 
and national economic security. Topics may include basic elements of economics, the principles of the 
American economy, demand and supply, world economic systems, personal financial security, the stock 
market, and how the US government intervenes in the economy through fiscal and monetary policy, the 
Federal Reserve, and taxes. The student will gain an understanding of how the consumer, producer, labor, 
agriculture, capital, credit, and taxes affect our economy. It emphasizes a practical application of economic 
understanding. 
 
CURRENT PROBLEMS, ISSUES & EVENTS 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 11-12 
Pre: Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

This course provides opportunities to apply techniques of investigation and inquiry to the study of significant 
current problems or issues. Students develop competence in: (1) recognizing cause and effect relationships, 
(2) recognizing fallacies in reasoning and propaganda devices, (3) synthesizing knowledge into useful patterns, 
(4) stating and testing hypotheses, and (5) generalizing based on evidence. Problems or issues selected 
should have contemporary historical significance and should be studied from the viewpoint of the social 
science disciplines. Students will demonstrate the ability to interact with issues in the form of discussion, 
problem-solving, use of various forms of media, and use of technology. Community service programs, such as 
internships or other service experiences within the community, might be included. 
 
SOCIOLOGY 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

This course provides opportunities for students to study group behavior and basic human institutions. Broad 
areas of content include the study of institutions found in all societies: (1) the family, (2) religion, (3) education, 
(4) political and social groups, and (5) economics. Moral values, traditions, folkways, the mobility of people and 
other factors in society which influence group behavior are also included in the study of Sociology.  Time may 
be spent studying social organizations, customs, classes, conflict, racial, ethnic minorities, delinquency, crime, 
poverty, health, urbanization, prejudice, religion, war, ecology, and the energy crisis. 
  
PSYCHOLOGY 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 11-12 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

This course provides an opportunity to study individual and social psychology and how the knowledge and 
methods of psychologists are applied to the solution of human problems. Topics include the schools of 
psychological thought, research methods, learning theories, processes of sleep, childhood and adolescent 
development, theories of personality, insights into behavior patterns, psychological disorders, testing & 



intelligence, cultural psychology, and adjustments to social environments. The course should develop a 
heightened sensitivity to the feelings and needs of others. 

 

DIRECTED ELECTIVES:  World Languages, Fine Arts, Career/Technical 

WORLD LANGUAGE 
Need 6-8 Credits for Academic Honors Diploma 
SPANISH I 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: C grade in English is recommended 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Level I courses provide instruction enabling students to discuss the many reasons for learning languages and 
to develop an understanding of the people who speak them. Students apply effective strategies for language 
learning and show a willingness to experience various aspects of the cultures. Students are provided with 
opportunities to: Respond to and give oral directions and commands and to make routine requests during 
class; Understand and use appropriate forms of address in courtesy expressions and be able to tell about daily 
routines and events; Ask and answer simple questions and participate in brief guided conversations related to 
their needs and interests; Read isolated words and phrases in a situational context, such as menus, signs, and 
schedules; Comprehend brief written directions and information; Read short narrative texts on simple topics; 
Write familiar words and phrases in appropriate contexts; respond in writing to various stimuli; Learn about 
nonverbal communication, such as gestures and body language; Learn current events awareness in the 
cultures; Learn the major holidays and geographical features of the countries being studied; Learn greeting 
and leave taking behaviors; Learn the appropriate way to respond to introductions and use courtesy behaviors 
in a variety of social situations; and Learn appropriate etiquette in social settings. 
 
SPANISH II 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: German I for German II; Spanish I for Spanish II 
A Core 40 and AHD Course 

Level II courses enable students to participate in activities related to the language studied as well as to 
participate in conversations dealing with daily activities and personal interests. Students are able to: Ask 
questions regarding routine activities; Participate in conversations - variety of topics; Relate a simple narrative 
about a personal experience or event; Interact in a variety of situations to meet personal needs, such as asking 
permission, asking for or responding to an offer of help, and expressing preferences as to everyday life; 
Understand main ideas and facts from simple texts over familiar topics; Read aloud with appropriate intonation 
and pronunciation; Write briefly in response to given situations, for example postcards, personal notes, phone 
messages, and directions, as well as write letters using culturally appropriate format and style; Students 
become familiar with major geographical features, and historical events of the country being studied; Become 
familiar with different aspects of the culture, including the visual arts, architecture, literature and music, using 
the foreign language where appropriate; Become able to extend and respond to hospitality as a host or a 
guest; and become aware of time expectations, such as keeping appointments and social engagements. 
  
SPANISH III 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 11-12 
Pre: German II for German III; 



Spanish II for Spanish III  
A Core 40 and AHD course 

 Level III courses provide instruction that enable students to understand and appreciate other cultures by 
comparing social behaviors and values of people using the languages being learned. Students are willing to 
initiate and participate in discussions concerning these cultures. In addition, students are able to: Respond to 
factual and interpretive questions and interact in a variety of social situations, such as expressing regrets, 
condolences, and complaints, and using more than rote memory formula phrases; Read for comprehension 
from a variety of authentic materials, such as advertisements in newspapers and magazines and cartoons and 
personal correspondence; Read short literary selections of poetry, plays, and short stories; Complete authentic 
forms and documents and take notes that require familiar vocabulary and structures; Write paraphrases, 
summaries, and brief compositions; Describe different aspects of the culture, using the foreign language where 
appropriate, including major historical events, political structures, value systems, visual arts, architecture, 
literature, and music; and Seek help in a crisis situation and participate appropriately at special family 
occasions, such as birthdays, weddings, funerals, and anniversaries. 
 
SPANISH IV 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grade 12 
Pre: German III for German IV; 
Spanish III for Spanish IV 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Level IV courses enable students to participate in classroom and extracurricular activities related to the 
language studied. Students are willing to participate in conversations with native and advanced non-native 
speakers, either in their community or in the school. This course also enables students to: Respond to factual 
and interpretive questions, interact in complex social situations, and express opinions and make judgments; 
Give presentations on cultural topics including traditions, historical and contemporary events, and major 
historical and artistic figures; Paraphrase or restate what someone else has said; Read for comprehension 
from a variety of longer authentic materials, such as newspapers and magazine articles, novels, and essays, 
as well as making judgments about what is read; Write well-organized compositions on a given topic; and use 
creative writing; Become aware of the major literary, musical, and artistic periods and genres of at least one of 
the cultures in which the language is spoken; and Become able to participate appropriately in a variety of 
specific circumstances, which could include public meetings, attending concerts, and using public 
transportation. 
 
GERMAN I, II, and III offered at Bluffton High School 

FINE ARTS 
To earn the Academic Honors Diploma, the student must receive 2 credits from choral music, 
instrumental music, and/or visual arts courses . 
MUSIC (Instrumental) 
     Students taking instrumental music are provided with a balanced comprehensive study of music through the 
beginning concert band, the intermediate concert band, and the advanced concert band. These courses 
develop skills in the psychomotor, cognitive, and affective domains. Instruction is designed to enable students 
to connect, examine, imagine, define, try, extend, refine, and integrate music study into other subject areas. 
Ensemble activities are designed to develop elements of musicianship including, but not limited to tone 
production, technical skills, intonation, music reading skills, listening skills, analyzing music, and studying 
historically significant styles of literature. 
      Experiences include, but are not limited to, improvising, conducting, playing by ear, and sight-reading. 
Students are given opportunities to develop the ability to understand and convey the composer’s intent in order 
to connect the performer with the audience. Students have the opportunity to experience live performances by 
professionals during and outside of the school. 
 



BEGINNING CONCERT BAND 
2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: Band 8 or 30 hours of private instruction; Play a musical instrument and instructor approval. 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Time outside of the school day may be scheduled for dress rehearsals and performances. A number of public 
performances will serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are required to 
participate in performance opportunities, outside of the school day, that support and extend learning in the 
classroom as well as demonstrate school pride and spirit. 
 
INTERMEDIATE CONCERT BAND 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: Beginning Concert Band 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Time outside of the school day will be scheduled for dress rehearsals and performances. Students are required 
to participate in a number of public performances that will serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical 
goals.  Performance opportunities support and extend learning in the classroom as well as demonstrate school 
pride and spirit. In addition, students perform, with expression and technical accuracy, a large and varied 
repertoire of concert band literature that is developmentally appropriate. Evaluation of music and music 
performances is included. 
 
ADVANCED CONCERT BAND 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 11-12 
Pre: Intermediate Concert Band 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Time outside of the school day will be scheduled for dress rehearsals and performances. Students are required 
to participate in a number of public performances that will serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical 
goals.  Performance opportunities support and extend learning in the classroom as well as demonstrate school 
pride and spirit. In addition, students perform, with expression and technical accuracy, a large and varied 
repertoire of concert band literature that is developmentally appropriate. Evaluation of music and music 
performances is included. 
Band repertoire must be of the highest caliber. Mastery of advanced wind band technique must be evident. 
Areas of refinement consist of advanced techniques including, but not limited to: intonation, balance and blend, 
breathing, tone production, tone quality, technique, rhythm, sight-reading, and critical listening skills. Evaluation 
of music and music performances is included. 
 
PIANO AND ELECTRONIC KEYBOARD 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Students may start this course either semester. 
This course is limited to ten students. 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 or AHD course 

This is an individualized course of study geared toward the novice beginning learner. 
Students taking this course are offered keyboard classes, including piano and electronic keyboard, in order to 
develop music proficiency and musicianship. Instruction is designed so that students are enabled to connect, 
examine, imagine, define, try, extend, and refine manual dexterity. Students: (1) perform with proper posture, 
hand position, fingering, rhythm, and articulation; (2) compose and improvise melodic and harmonic material; 
(3) create and perform simple accompaniments; (4) listen to, analyze, sight-read, and study the literature 
performed; (5) study the elements of music as exemplified in a variety of styles; and (6) make interpretive 
decisions. 



  
MUSIC THEORY AND COMPOSITION 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grade 11 or 12 
Pre: Previous Music Courses and Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 or AHD course 

This course provides upper class students who intend to major/minor in music education or fine arts 
performance, the opportunity to study the technical elements of music and notate aural elements of music. 
Students will study scales, key signatures, choral structures, as well as some composition. Also, students will 
listen and notate intervals, chords and simple melodies, in addition to learning scales, chords and melodies 
through learning the fundamentals of piano. 
  
Students taking this course develop skills in the analysis of music and theoretical concepts. (continued) 
Students: (1) develop ear training and dictation skills, (2) compose works that illustrate mastered concepts, (3) 
understand harmonic structures and analysis, (4) understand modes and scales, (5) study a wide variety of 
musical styles, (6) study traditional and nontraditional music notation and sound sources as tools for musical 
composition, and (7) receive detailed instruction in other basic elements of music. Students have the 
opportunity to experience live performances, by professionals, during and outside the school day. Students will 
have the opportunity to take the AP Music Theory exam at the conclusion of this class. 
 
MUSIC HISTORY AND APPRECIATION 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 11 or 12 
Pre: Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 or AHD course 

Students taking this course receive instruction designed to explore music and major musical style periods 
through understanding music in relation to both Western and Non-Western history and culture. Activities 
include but are not limited to: (1) listening to, analyzing, and describing music; (2) evaluating music and music 
performances; and (3) understanding relationships between music and the other arts, as well as disciplines 
outside of the arts. 
  
MUSIC (Choral) 
Any of the three choruses may be composed of a male chorus, a female chorus, a mixed chorus, or any 
combination thereof. Activities in this class create the development of quality repertoire in the diverse styles of 
choral literature appropriate in difficulty and range for the students. Instruction is designed so that students are 
enabled to connect, examine, imagine, define, try, extend, refine, and integrate music study into other subject 
areas. Chorus classes provide instruction in creating, performing, conducting, listening to, and analyzing, in 
addition to focusing on the specific subject matter. 
  
Students develop the ability to understand and convey the composer’s intent in order to connect the performer 
with the audience. 
 
BEGINNING CHORUS 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: Instructor approval 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Students in this course develop musicianship and specific performance skills through ensemble and solo 
singing. Students have the opportunity to experience live performances by professionals during and outside of 
the school day. A limited amount of time, outside of the school day, may be scheduled for dress rehearsals and 
performances. A number of public performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and music 
goals. Students must participate in performance opportunities, outside of the school day, that support and 
extend the learning in the classroom. 



 
INTERMEDIATE CHORUS 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

This course provides students with opportunities to develop musicianship and specific performance skills 
through ensemble and solo singing. Students have the opportunity to experience live performances by 
professionals during and outside of the school day.  A limited amount of time, outside of the school day, may 
be scheduled for dress rehearsals and performances. A number of public performances may serve as a 
culmination of daily rehearsal and music goals. Students must participate in performance opportunities, outside 
of the school day, that support and extend learning in the classroom. Choral repertoire will be developmentally 
appropriate. Additional emphasis is placed on sight-reading, critical listening skills, and vocal technique. 
 
ADVANCED CHORUS 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 11-12 
Pre: Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

This course provides students with opportunities to develop musicianship and specific performance skills 
through ensemble and solo singing. Students have the opportunity to experience live performances by 
professionals during and outside of the school day. A limited amount of time, outside of the school day, may be 
scheduled for dress rehearsals and performances. A number of public performances may serve as a 
culmination of daily rehearsal and music goals. Students must participate in performance opportunities, outside 
of the school day, to extend learning in the classroom.  The choral repertoire of ADVANCED CHORUS 
members must be of the highest caliber. Mastery of basic choral technique must be evident. Areas of 
refinement include a cappella singing, sight-reading, and critical listening skills. 
 
VISUAL ARTS 
The purpose of the fine arts curriculum is to promote lifelong participation in the arts by developing skilled 
creators, performers, critics, listeners, and observers of the arts. Students can use the arts as a means of: (1) 
self-expression and communication, (2) development of critical thinking skills, (3) self-knowledge and 
understanding of the world around them, and, (4) increasing awareness of the artistic heritage of other 
cultures, 
as well as their own.  Students who are proficient in the fine arts grow in their ability to think and learn 
independently. Their view of the world expands as creative avenues to expression and understanding are 
developed. Ultimately, the entire community benefits through the creativity, vision, and empathy fostered in the 
fine arts.  Goals of the fine arts curriculum are to enable students to develop one’s artistic skills; become 
confident in one’s abilities in the arts; become a creative problem solver; appreciate the value of the arts; 
communicate through the arts; communicate about the arts; exhibit knowledge of the historical and cultural 
diversity of the arts; and exhibit knowledge of criticism and aesthetics in the arts.  
 
INTRODUCTION TO 2-DIMENSIONAL ART 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. 
Students taking this course create artworks in a variety of 2-dimensional media, focusing on drawing, painting, 
printmaking, and collage.  They explore historical and cultural background and connections; analyze, interpret, 
theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; create two-dimensional works of 
art, reflect upon the outcomes, and revise their work; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities 



for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. Additionally, they identify ways to utilize and 
support art museums, galleries, studios, and community resources.  
Estimated fees are $15, and students are required to bring a pencil, folder, and sketchbook. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO 3-DIMENSIONAL ART 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Introduction to Three-Dimensional Art is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. 
Students taking this course create artworks in a variety of 3-dimensional media, focusing on ceramic hand 
building techniques (pottery) and sculpture techniques.  They explore historical and cultural background and 
connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; 
create three-dimensional works of art, reflect upon the outcomes, and revise their work; relate art to other 
disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. 
Additionally, students identify ways to utilize and support art museums, galleries, studios, and community 
resources.  
Estimated fees are $20, and students are required to bring a pencil, folder, sketchbook, and dust mask. 
 
DRAWING 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: C or better in Introduction to 2D Art 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Drawing is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students taking this course 
create portfolio-quality drawings utilizing processes such as sketching, rendering, contour, gesture, and 
perspective drawing and use a variety of media such as pencil, chalk, pastels, charcoal, and pen and ink. They 
reflect upon and refine their work; explore cultural and historical connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and 
make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; relate art to other disciplines and discover 
opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills.  Additionally, students utilize the 
resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, and identify art-related careers.  
Estimated fees are $15, and students are required to bring a pencil, folder, and a sketchbook. 
 
PAINTING 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: C or better in Introduction to 2D Art, and Drawing is recommended 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Painting is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students taking this course 
create portfolio-quality abstract and realistic paintings using a variety of materials such as mixed media, 
watercolor, oil, and acrylics as well as techniques such as stippling, gouache, wash, and impasto. They reflect 
upon and refine their work; explore cultural and historical connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make 
informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; relate art to other disciplines and discover 
opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. Additionally, students utilize the 
resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, and identify art-related careers.  
Estimated fees are $25, and students are required to bring a pencil, folder, and sketchbook. 
 
CERAMICS 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: C or better in Introduction to 3D Art 
A Core 40 and AHD course 



Ceramics is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art.  Students taking this course 
create portfolio-quality works of art in clay utilizing the processes of hand building, molds, wheel throwing, slip 
and glaze techniques, and the firing processes. They reflect upon and refine their work; explore cultural and 
historical connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature 
of art; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and 
presentational skills. Additionally, students utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, and 
identify art-related careers.  
Estimated fees are $35, and students are required to bring a pencil, folder, sketchbook, and dust mask. 
 
SCULPTURE 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: C or better in Introduction to 3D Art 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Sculpture is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Using materials such as 
plaster, clay, metal, paper, wax, and plastic, students create portfolio quality works. Students at this level 
produce works for their portfolios that demonstrate a sincere desire to explore a variety of ideas and problems. 
They create realistic and abstract sculptures utilizing subtractive and additive processes of carving, modeling, 
construction, and assembling. Students reflect upon and refine their work; explore cultural and historical 
connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature 
of art; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and 
presentational skills. Additionally, they utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, and identify 
art-related careers.  
Estimated fees are $20, and students are required to bring a pencil, folder, sketchbook, and dust mask. 
 
 ADVANCED 2-DIMENSIONAL ART 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: C or better in Introduction to 2D Art, and Drawing and Painting are recommended 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Advanced Two-Dimensional Art is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students 
in this course build on the sequential learning experiences of Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art that lead to 
the creation of portfolio quality works. Students explore historical and cultural background and connections; 
analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; create 
two-dimensional works of art, reflect upon the outcomes, and revise their work; relate art to other disciplines 
and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. Additionally, they 
identify ways to utilize and support art museums, galleries, studios, and community resources.  
Estimated fees are $25, and students are required to bring a pencil, folder, and a sketchbook. 
 
ADVANCED 3-DIMENSIONAL ART 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: C or better in Introduction to 3D Art, and Ceramics and Sculpture are recommended 
A Core 40 and AHD course 

Advanced Three-Dimensional Art is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. 
Students 
in this course build on the sequential learning experiences of Introduction to Three-Dimensional Art that lead to 
the creation of portfolio quality works in sculpture and ceramics. Students explore historical and cultural 
background and connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the 
nature of art; create three-dimensional works of art, reflect  upon the outcomes, and revise their work; relate art 
to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. 
Additionally, they identify ways to utilize and support art museums, galleries, studios, and community 
resources.  



Estimated fees are $25, and students are required to bring a pencil, folder, sketchbook, and dust mask. 

BUSINESS, MARKETING & TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
  

Raider Café (or alternative name TBD) 
The Raider Café’ is going to be a student run business before and after school apart of the Southern Wells 
Business Department. The students who are enrolled in specific business courses will have an opportunity to 
get real life on the job training as it relates to the running of many facets of the business. This will be 
accomplished through internships and student service opportunities if your schedule can accommodate such. 
The revenue generated will go to the continual maintaining of the Café’ as well as providing funds for field trips, 
scholarships for outgoing students and professional development for students in the summer. 
  
Below are recommended courses to help facilitate your educational and on the job experience as it 
relates to business and real world settings whether it’s through the school business, I.C.E program or 
a job you have outside of school or career field you want to go into. 
  
Introduction to Business Management (Gr. 10 – 12) – 1 semester, 1 credit  (Dual Credit) 
This course  introduces students to the world of business, including the concepts, functions, and skills required 
for meeting the challenges of operating a business in the twenty-first century on a local, national, and/or 
international scale. 
  
Entrepreneurship (Gr. 11 – 12) – 2 semesters, 2 credits (Dual Credit) 
This course introduces students to skills and tools critical for starting and maintaining a new or already existing 
business through supporting topics of government and legal restrictions, property, franchising location, raising 
startup funding, sales and revenue forecasting and business plan concepts. 
  
Principles of Marketing (Gr. 11 – 12) – 2 Semesters, 2 credits (Dual Credit) 
This course introduces students to  a basic introduction to the scope and importance of marketing in the global 
economy as they relate to advertising/promotion/selling, distribution, financing, marketing-information 
management, pricing, and product/service management. 
  
Everyday Law and Ethics (Gr. 11 – 12) – 2 Semesters, 2 credits  (Dual Credit) 
This Course introduces students to  an overview of the legal system as it relates to their personal life and the 
business sector which will include the basics of the judicial system, contract, personal, employment and 
property law. 
 
Accounting (Gr. 10 - 12) - 2 Semesters, 2 credits  (Dual Credit) 
This course introduces students to understanding of analyzing and recording business transactions and 
preparing, analyzing, and interpreting financial reports as a basis for decision-making with an emphasis placed 
on accounting principles as they relate to both manual and automated financial systems. 
 
Preparing for College and Careers (Gr. 9 - 11) - 1 Semester, 1 credit  ( Required for Graduation ) 
Vocational Class 
Preparing for college and Careers is designed to address the knowledge, skills, and behaviors all students 
need to live, plan, and work successfully in today’s society. This course includes exploring career clusters, 
developing leadership/teamwork skills, researching/collecting labor market data, and developing career plans. 
The employment process is explored through completing applications, developing resumes, gaining 
job-survival skills, and understanding employee evaluations. Strong emphasis is placed on post secondary 
education and career, finance, earning income, and budgeting. 
 
Personal Financial Responsibility  (Gr. 11 - 12 ) - 1 Semester, 1 Credit 



Personal Financial Responsibility addresses the identification and management of personal financial resources 
to meet the financial needs and wants of individuals and families, considering a broad range of economic, 
social, cultural, technological, environmental, and maintenance factors. This course helps students build skills 
in financial responsibility and decision making; analyze personal standards, needs, wants, and goals; identify 
sources of income, saving and investing; understand banking, budgeting, record-keeping and managing risk, 
insurance and credit card debt. 
 
Business Math ( Gr. 10 - 12 ) - 2 Semesters, 2 credits 
Pre: H.S. Pre-Algebra 
A Core 40 Directed Elective 
May fulfill up to two credits of the minimum mathematics requirement for graduation. 
This course is a business course designed to develop the ability to solve real world problems in order to 
become productive citizens and workers in a technological society. Areas of study to be included are number 
relationships and operations; patterns and algebra; measurements; and probability and statistics. 
Problem-solving applications will be used to analyze and solve business problems for such areas as: taxation, 
savings and investments; payroll records; cash management; financial statements; purchases; sales; inventory 
records; and depreciation. 

ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
COMPUTERS IN DESIGN & PRODUCTION 
2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
Computers in Design and Production is a course that specializes in using modern technological processes, 
computers, design, and production systems in the production of products and structures through the use of 
automated production systems. Emphasis is placed on animation and related multimedia applications; 3-D 
modeling of products or structures; digital creation and editing of graphics and audio files; control technologies; 
and automation in the modern workplace.  
 
MANUFACTURING SYSTEMS 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
A Core 40 directed elective 

Manufacturing provides students with an introduction to manufacturing technology and its relationship to 
society, individuals, and the environment. An understanding of manufacturing provides a base for technological 
literacy and competence. This understanding is developed through the study of the two major technologies, 
material processing and management technology, used by all manufacturing enterprises. Activities should 
allow students to study techniques used in identifying and obtaining resources in addition to developing an 
understanding of the primary and secondary processes used to convert raw materials into finished products. 
 
TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 

A study of the technologies used in industrial, business, and human service occupations. Creative problem 
solving activities address current, real world conditions. Computer experiences incorporate simulation and 
control systems. Students will have experiences with 3D CAD, laboratory projects, CNC equipment, 3D 
printing. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING DESIGN (PROJECT LEAD THE WAY) 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: Passed Algebra or be taken concurrently Introduction to Engineering Design 



A course that teaches problem-solving skills using a design development process. Models of product solutions 
are created, analyzed and communicated using solid-modeling computer design software. Topics include 
measurement, statistics, technical sketching and drawing, dimensions and tolerances, visual, functional, and 
structural analysis, marketing, and engineering ethics. Project work is done both by the individual and in small 
groups. Emphasis is placed on vocabulary and terminology used in the engineering profession. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING (PROJECT LEAD THE WAY) 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Passed Algebra with a C or better Principles of Engineering 

This course provides an overview of engineering and engineering technology. Students develop 
problem-solving skills by tackling real-world engineering problems. Through theory and practical hands-on 
experiences, students address the emerging social and political consequences of technological change. The 
course of study includes: 
Overview and Perspective of Engineering: Students learn about the types of engineers and their 
contribution to society. 
Communication and documentation: Students collect and categorize data, produce graphic Design Process. 
Students learn about problem solving and how products are developed to include how engineers work in 
teams. representations, keep an engineer's notebook, and make written and oral presentations. 
Engineering Systems: Students learn about mechanical, thermodynamics , fluid, electrical, and control 
systems. 
Statics: Students learn about measurement, scalars and vectors, equilibrium, structural analysis, and strength 
of materials. 
Materials and Materials Testing: Students learn the categories and properties of materials, how materials are 
shaped and joined, and materials testing. 
Engineering for Quality and Reliability: Students will use precision measurement tools to gather and apply 
statistics for quality and process control. Students will also learn about reliability, redundancy, risk analysis, 
factors of safety, and liability and ethics. 
Dynamics: Students will be introduced to dynamics/kinematics. 

AGRICULTURE 
FUNDAMENTALS OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE AND BUSINESS 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 directed elective 

This yearlong course is highly recommended as a prerequisite and foundation for all other agriculture classes. 
An activity and project based approach is used along with team building to enhance the effectiveness of the 
student learning activities. The nature of this course is to provide students with an introduction to the 
fundamentals of agricultural science and business. Topics that may be covered include: animal science, plant 
and soil science, food science, horticultural science, agribusiness management, natural resources, agricultural 
mechanics, SAE - Supervised Agricultural Experience- and leadership development based on FFA. FFA 
membership is highly recommended to maximize benefit. FFA is an integral part of the class for personal 
development, leadership and career skills. Time will be devoted in other agriculture classes to maintain the 
SAE records and encourage FFA participation. SAE records are important criteria to maintain eligibility to 
participate in some FFA activities. 
  
*Individual SAE records will be started based on personal financial rewards and work experience. 
  
AGRIBUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 



Pre: “C” in Fundamentals of Agricultural Science and Business or Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 directed elective 

This yearlong course presents the concepts necessary for managing a business. Students will use the FFA 
organization as the model to experience management skills in finance, ideas, time and people. The course 
also includes marketing and current events. Students will be expected to maintain SAE records and prepare 
yearly reports. FFA leadership career development event experience is expected. 
  
This course can be repeated. Second and third year students are expected to supplement the course with 
independent study from one or more of the other listed classes in the agriculture curriculum. 
 
SAE (SUPERVISED AGRICULTURAL EXPERIENCE) 

1 semester, .5 credit 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: Instructor Approval 
Also offered during summer months 

SAE is designed to provide students with opportunities to gain experience in the agriculture field(s) in which 
they are interested. Students should experience and apply what is learned in the classroom, laboratory, and 
training site to real-life situations. Students work closely with their agricultural science and business teacher(s), 
parents, and/or employers to get the most out of their SAE program. 
 
AGRICULTURAL MECHANIZATION 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
A Core 40 directed elective 
Pre: None, but Fund. of Agricultural Science and Business is recommended 

This yearlong, lab intensive course is designed to develop skills and knowledge around the following topics: 
arc welding, torch operation, concrete, wood, metal, electricity and electronics, small gas engine operation. 
 
ANIMAL SCIENCE 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: “C” in Fundamentals of Agricultural Science and Business or Instructor Approval  
A Core 40 directed elective 

This yearlong course provides students with an overview of animal science. Students participate in a large 
variety of activities and laboratory work including real and simulated animal science experiences and projects. 
All areas that the students study can be applied to both large and small animals. Topics to be addressed 
include: anatomy and physiology, genetics, reproduction, nutrition, careers in animal science, common 
diseases and parasites, social and political issues related to the industry, and management practices for the 
care and maintenance of animals. Students will be expected to maintain SAE records and prepare yearly 
reports, and prepare related FFA career development events. 
 
FOOD SCIENCE 

Grades 10-12 
2 semesters, 2 credits 
A Core 40 directed elective 
Pre: “C” in Fundamentals of Agricultural Science and Business or Instructor Approval 

This yearlong course provides students with an overview of food. Introduction to principles of food processing, 
food chemistry, nutrition, food packaging, food commodities, food regulations, and careers in the food science 
industry help students understand the role that food science plays in securing a safe, nutritious abundant food 
supply. A project-based approach is utilized along with laboratory, team building, and problem solving 
activities. Students will be expected to maintain SAE records and prepare yearly reports, and prepare related 
FFA career development events. 
 



LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT 
1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
A Core 40 directed elective 
Pre: “C” in Fundamentals of Agricultural Science and Business or Instructor Approval  

This semester course provides the student with an overview of career opportunities in landscape management. 
Students are introduced to the procedures used in the planning and design of a landscape using current 
technology practices, the principles and procedures involved with landscape construction, the determination of 
maintenance schedules, communications and management skills necessary in landscaping operations, and 
the care and use of equipment utilized by landscapers. Students will be expected to maintain SAE records and 
prepare yearly reports, and prepare related FFA career development events. 
 
HORTICULTURAL SCIENCE 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
A Core 40 directed elective 
Pre: “C” in Fundamentals of Agricultural Science and Business or Instructor Approval 

This semester course is designed to give students a background in the field of horticulture and career 
opportunities. It addresses the biology and technology involved in the production, process, and marketing of 
horticultural plants and products. Topics covered include: reproduction and propagation of plants, plant growth, 
growth media, floriculture, management practices for field and greenhouse production, marketing concepts, 
production of herbaceous, woody, and nursery stock, fruit, nut, and vegetable production, and pest 
management. Students will be expected to maintain SAE records, prepare yearly reports, and prepare related 
FFA career development events. 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: “C” in Fundamentals of Agricultural Science and Business or Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 directed elective 

Natural resource management is a semester course focused on the importance and use of natural resources. 
Topics will include natural resources, the environment, agriculture impact, career opportunities and current 
events with a focus on local issues. 
Students will be expected to maintain SAE records, prepare yearly reports, and prepare related FFA career 
development events. 
 
PLANT AND SOIL SCIENCE 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: “C” in Fundamentals of Agricultural Science and Business or Instructor Approval  
A Core 40 directed elective 

This yearlong course is based on agronomy, the study of soil and crops. Topics include soil formation, 
laboratory study of soil composition, evaluation, soil surveys, scientific evaluation of soil erosion, use of the 
Universal Soil Erosion Formula, land use for agriculture and urban development and career opportunities. 
Related topics will include soil samples, calculation of fertilizer applications rates and procedures, tillage and 
conservation, drainage, land measurement, and GPS/precision agriculture. Crop production topics may include 
crop and weed identification, plant development and soil interaction. Students will be expected to maintain SAE 
records, prepare yearly reports, and prepare related FFA career development events. 

ICE (Interdisciplinary Cooperative Education) 
ICE RELATED INSTRUCTION 

2 semesters, 6 credits for class and on-the-job training combined 



Grade 12 
Pre: Application must be submitted within time frame, Interview Junior Year and Instructor 
Approval 
A Core 40 directed elective 

Classroom instruction is organized around the qualifications associated with the students’ individual jobs and 
with their career objectives from any one of the following vocational areas – agriculture, business, family and 
consumer sciences, marketing, health occupations, or trade/industrial education. Work ethic characteristics 
basic to occupational competence are discussed in class and tested on the job. Life skills such as money, time, 
and stress management are a part of the core curriculum. All students will develop a career portfolio, which will 
be useful as they pursue higher education or enter the workforce. 
  
Because the students’ on-the-job activities vary according to the types of occupations in which they are placed, 
part of the related instructional time will be individualized in such ways as: (a) using group instruction, (b) 
individualizing the assignment so that the learning is applied to the students’ own jobs, and (c) using individual 
study assignments such as projects, job study guides, and individual reading assignments. 
  
For students to become occupationally competent and employable, the related instruction will cover a variety of 
employment competencies. 
 
ICE ON-THE-JOB TRAINING 

2 semesters 
Grade 12 
Pre: Application must be submitted within specified time frame, Interview Junior Year, and 
Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 directed elective 

This is the actual work experience in an occupation in any one of the areas mentioned under related 
instruction. The students will have the opportunity to apply the concepts, skills, and attitudes taught as 
principles in the related instruction class, as well as the skills and knowledge that has been acquired in other 
courses. The student will be placed in the workplace under the direct supervision of experienced employees 
who serve as trainers in accordance with predetermined training plans and agreements and who assist in 
evaluating the student’s job performance. A written agreement assuring sound training will be required and 
signed by the student, his/her parents or guardian, the employer, I.C.E. coordinator, and principal. (continued) 
The student is required to work a minimum of 15 hours each week (540 hours per year), be supervised by a 
trained coordinator both in school and on the job, have good attendance both at school and on the job, have 
high interest in the vocation, and have a reasonable amount of success to remain on the program. 
  
The student and parent(s) must conference with the I.C.E. coordinator and must be willing to comply with 
policy before being accepted on the program. 
  

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 
PREPARING FOR COLLEGE and CAREERS 
Career and Technical 

Required for Graduation 
1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 9 - 12 

Preparing for college and Careers is designed to address the knowledge, skills, and behaviors all students 
need to live, plan, and work successfully in today’s society. This course includes exploring career clusters, 
developing leadership/teamwork skills, researching/collecting labor market data, and developing career plans. 
The employment process is explored through completing applications, developing resumes, gaining 
job-survival skills, and understanding employee evaluations. Strong emphasis is placed on post secondary 
education and career, finance, earning income, and budgeting. 



 
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

Semester 2 
1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 9-12 
A Core 40 directed elective 
Pre: Recommend Orientation to Life & Careers 

This course addresses the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and behaviors all students need to participate in 
positive, caring, and respectful relationships in the family and with individuals at school, in the community, and 
in the workplace. Healthy relationships, roles and responsibilities in relationships, functions and expectations of 
various relationships, ethics in relationships, factors that impact relationships, and establishing and maintaining 
relationships are topics that will be discussed. 
 
INTRODUCTION to FASHION TECHNOLOGIES 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 directed elective 

This course addresses knowledge and skills related to design, production, acquisition, and distribution in the 
textiles and fashion arenas. Exploration of textiles and fashion industries and design in textiles and apparel; 
textile principles and applications; construction and alteration skills and environmental aspects of clothing and 
textiles selection will be included as part of this course. 
 
NUTRITION & WELLNESS 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: Recommend Orientation to Life & Careers 
A Core 40 directed elective 

This course enables students to realize the components and lifelong benefits of sound nutrition and wellness 
practices and empowers them to apply these principles in their everyday lives. A project-based approach that 
utilizes higher order thinking, communication, leadership and management processes is recommended in 
order to integrate suggested topics into the study of individual and family issues. Topics include: impact of daily 
nutrition and wellness practices on long-term health and wellness; physical, social, and psychological aspects 
of healthy nutrition and wellness choices; selection and preparation of nutritious meals and snacks based on 
USDA Dietary Guidelines and the MyPlate Guidelines; safety, sanitation, storage, and recycling processes and 
issues associated with nutrition and wellness issues; and nutrition and wellness career paths. Laboratory 
experiences, which emphasize both nutrition and wellness practices are required components of this course. 
The student will spend lab time in actual food preparation. 
  
ADVANCED. NUTRITION AND WELLNESS 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: “C” grade in Nutrition & Wellness or 
Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 directed elective 

This is a sequential course that addresses more complex concepts in nutrition and foods, with emphasis on 
contemporary economic, social, psychological, cultural, and global issues. It also addresses nutrition and 
wellness for individuals and families across the lifespan, community and world food concerns, management of 
food related sources, and exploration of careers in all aspects of the food industry. Laboratory experiences 
which emphasize advanced application are required. 
 
ADULT ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES 

1 semester, 1 credit 



Grades 10-12 
Semester 2 
 A Core 40 directed elective 
Pre: None 

This course builds knowledge, skills, attitudes, and behaviors that students will need as they prepare to take 
the next steps toward adulthood in today’s ever-changing society. A project-based approach that utilizes higher 
order thinking, communication, leadership, and management processes is recommended in order to integrate 
suggested topics into the study of individual and family issues. The focus is on becoming independent, 
contributing, and responsible participants in family, community, and career settings. 
  
INTRODUCTION to HOUSING and INTERIOR DESIGN 

Semester 1 
1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: None 
 A Core 40 directed elective, Also a CO40AH and CO40TH Fine Arts Credit 

This course addresses selecting and planning living environments to meet the needs and wants of individuals 
and families throughout the family life cycle, considering a broad range of economic, social, cultural, 
technological, environmental, maintenance, and aesthetic factors. Evaluation of housing styles, locations, 
zones, restrictions, and ownership options; managing resources to provide shelter for individuals and families, 
contemporary housing issues; homelessness; environmental and energy issues; impacts of technology; 
housing to meet special needs; elements and principles of design related to interiors, housing, and 
architecture; blueprinting and floor planning skills; creating functional, safe, and aesthetic spaces; and, 
exploration of housing-related careers. Topics for study will include: painting and finishing; wallpapering; 
furniture selection and development; floor plans, selecting color schemes; draperies and other accessories; 
moving; and relocating. 
 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 directed elective 

This course addresses the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and behaviors associated with supporting and 
promoting optimal growth and development of infants and children. The focus is on research-based nurturing 
and parenting practices and skills that support positive development of children. The challenges of parenthood, 
human sexuality, adolescent pregnancy, the cultural growth and development needs of infants and children, 
dealing with family crisis, caring for children with special needs, caregiving, career awareness, and the impacts 
of heredity are topics that are included in this course. 
  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION I 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 and AHD course. Required for graduation 

This course continues the emphasis on health-related fitness and developing the skills and habits necessary 
for a lifetime of activity. This program includes skill development and the application of rules and strategies of 
complex difficulty in at least three of the following different movement forms: (1) health-related fitness activities 
(cardio-respiratory endurance, muscular strength and endurance, flexibility, and body composition), (2) aerobic 
exercise, (3) team sports, (4) individual and dual sports, (5) gymnastics, (6) outdoor pursuits, (7) self-defense, 
(8) dance, and (9) recreational games. Ongoing assessment includes both written and performance-based skill 
evaluations. 
  



Classes are coeducational except if the activity involves bodily contact or groupings are based on an objective 
standard of individual performance developed and applied without regard to gender. Modified P.E. is offered, 
as needed, in the least restricted environment and is based on an individual assessment. 
  
Some of the physical activities include conditioning and body mechanics, posture improvement, physical 
fitness, weight lifting, and superstar competition. Various sports activities include basketball, softball, tennis, 
volleyball, speed away, badminton, soccer, etc. The program provides instruction in beginning skills, 
techniques, fundamentals, procedures, and knowledge of rules. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION II 

Grades 9-12 
1 semester, 1 credit 
Required for graduation 
A Core 40 and AHD course  
Pre: Physical Education I is recommended  

This course emphasizes a personal commitment to lifetime activity and fitness for enjoyment, challenge, 
self-expression, and social interaction. It provides students with opportunities to achieve and maintain a 
health-enhancing level of physical fitness and increase their knowledge of fitness concepts.  It includes at least 
three different movement forms without repeating those offered in P. E. I. Movement forms may include: (1) 
health-related fitness activities (cardio-respiratory endurance, muscular strength and endurance, flexibility, and 
body composition), (2) aerobic exercise, (3) team sports, (4) individual and dual sports, (5) gymnastics, (6) 
outdoor pursuits, (7) self-defense, (8) CPR, (9) dance, and (10) recreational games. Ongoing assessment 
includes both written and performance-based skill evaluations. This course will also include a discussion of 
related careers. 
  
Classes are coeducational except if the activity involves bodily contact or groupings are based on an objective 
standard of individual performance developed and applied without regard to gender. Modified P.E. is offered, 
as needed, in the least restricted environment and is based on an individual assessment. 
  
Some of the physical activities include conditioning and body mechanics, posture improvement, physical 
fitness, weight lifting, and superstar competition. Various sports activities include basketball, softball, tennis, 
volleyball, speed away, badminton, soccer, etc. The program provides instruction in beginning skills, 
techniques, fundamentals, procedures, and knowledge of rules. Emphasis is placed on strategy of individual 
and team sports activities. 
  
ELECTIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
(Physical Conditioning or Weight Training) 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 10-12 
Maximum of 4 credits toward graduation 
Pre: C grade in P.E. II;  Athletic Physical on File. 
The course is limited to 20 students per section. 

This course promotes lifetime sport and recreational activities and provides an opportunity for an in-depth 
study in specific areas. A minimum of two of the following activities is included: (1) health-related fitness 
activities (cardio-respiratory endurance, muscular strength and endurance, flexibility and body composition), 
(2) team sports, (3) individual or dual sports, (4) aquatics and, (5) outdoor pursuits. It includes the study of 
physical development concepts and principles of sport and exercise as well as opportunities to develop or 
refine skills and attitudes that promote lifelong fitness. Students have the opportunity to design and develop an 
appropriate personal fitness program that enables them to achieve a desired level of fitness. Ongoing 
assessment includes both written and performance-based skill evaluations. 
  
This course is designed to increase ability and interest in overall physical fitness. The major part of the class 
will be dedicated to increased muscle strength through weight lifting and plyometrics. The student will also be 



involved in muscle endurance activities for increased cardiovascular fitness, stretching exercises for increased 
flexibility, form running and sprinting techniques for increased speed and agility drills for increased agility and 
coordination. 
  

HEALTH EDUCATION 
HEALTH EDUCATION 

1 semester, 1 credit 
Grades 10-12 
Pre: None 
A Core 40 and AHD Course. Required for Graduation 

This course provides the basis for continued methods of developing knowledge, concepts, skills, behaviors, 
and attitudes related to student health and well-being. This course includes the major content areas in a 
planned, sequential, comprehensive health education curriculum as expressed in the Indiana Health Education 
Standards Guide: (1) A Healthy Foundation; (2) Mental and Emotional Health; (3) Healthy and Safe 
Relationships; (4) Nutrition and Physical Activity; (5) Personal Care and Body Systems; (6) Growth and 
Development; (7) Drugs, Tobacco and Alcohol; (8) Diseases and Disorders; (9) Safety and Environmental 
Health; (10) Basic CPR Skills. 
  
Students are provided with opportunities to explore the effect of health behaviors on an individual’s quality of 
life. This course assists students in understanding that health is a lifetime commitment by analyzing individual 
risk factors and health decisions that promote health and prevent disease. Students are also encouraged to 
assume individual responsibility for becoming competent health consumers. A variety of instructional 
strategies, including technology, are used to further develop health literacy. 
  

MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
BASIC SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grades 9-12 
Pre: IEP 
This course does not qualify for Mathematics or English credit requirements for graduation. 

This is a multidisciplinary course which provides students continuing opportunities to develop the basic skills 
including: reading, writing, listening, speaking, mathematical computation, note taking, study and 
organizational skills, and problem-solving skills that are essential for high school course work achievement. 
Determination of the skills to be emphasized in this course is based on the Indiana State standards, individual 
school corporation general curriculum plans, and student Individualized Education Programs (IEP). Skills 
selected for developmental work provide students with the ability to continue to learn in a range of different life 
situations. 
  

AREA 18 NEIGHBORING SCHOOLS - Please go to http://www.area18.org/ for complete information on 
Area 18 vocational courses 
Transportation is provided to Area 18 Courses at Neighboring Schools. 
 
*NEW for 2017-18 COMPUTER SCIENCE - Professional IT Studies 

Offered at South Adams 
2 HS Credits per semester 
Grades 11-12 

Year 1 Semester 1 - Programming 

http://www.area18.org/


Year 1 Semester 2 - Hardware 
Year 2 Full Year / half day - Computer Science II Sp. Topics 
 
The study or use of systems (especially computers, software, and telecommunications) for storing, retrieving, 
and sending information.  Students will learn software development/specification, problem 
solving/algorithms/pseudocode, boolean and numeric expressions, decisions - logic and loops, arrays, 
recursion, file input/output, documenting and debugging, machine language, binary, instruction sets, digital - 
microprocessors/microcircuits, desktops/peripherals/printers, memory and storage, operating systems, 
networking and internet fundamentals. 
 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES TECHNOLOGY I 

Offered at South Adams 
2 semesters, 4 credits 
Grades 11-12. 
A Core 40 directed elective 
Pre: Complete an application and Instructor Approval. Agriculture Mechanization, and/or 
Transportation are recommended. 

This course includes classroom and laboratory experiences that incorporate training in service and repair work 
on all types of automotive vehicles. Included in the course is training in the use of service/repair information 
and a variety of hand and power tools. Instruction and practice provides opportunities for students to diagnose 
malfunctions, disassemble units, perform parts inspections, and repair and replace parts. Course content 
should address NATEF/ASE standards leading to certification in one or more of the following areas: steering 
and suspension; brakes; engine performance; manual transmissions and differential; automatic transmissions; 
electrical systems; air conditioning; and, engine repair.  
Each student should be prepared to provide a basic set of tools, wear safety-toed shoes and wear safety 
glasses. 
  
Space will be made available according to the following criteria: 

1st– Career objective (Auto Mechanics is needed as a junior to be on the ICE program in an auto occupation.) 

2nd– School Attendance Record. 

3rd– Number of courses and grade point average in mathematics, science, and business courses 
(keyboarding) 

4th– References 
 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES TECHNOLOGY II 
Offered at South Adams 

2 semesters, 6 credits 
Grade 12 
Pre: “C” grade in Automotive Services I or Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 directed elective 

This one year, three-hour lab will continue work in servicing, maintenance and repair of the automobile. The 
course provides students with a background of procedures and practical job skills concentrating on 
electrical/electronics and engine performance but is not limited to these areas. It is possible for students to 
receive automotive certification. 
 
BUILDING TRADES I 

Offered at Adams Central and Southern Wells 
2 semesters, 8 credits 
Grades 11-12 
A Core 40 directed elective 



Pre:  Complete an application, interview with instructor and Instructor Approval Two of the 
following courses are recommended: Ag. Mechanization, Construction, Communication 
Systems 

Building and Trades is for students who have a sincere desire to learn about construction work and carpentry. 
Students will be exposed to experiences in carpentry, masonry, siding, bricklaying, electrical wiring, drywall 
construction, plumbing, painting, carpeting, landscaping, heating, ventilating and air conditioning. Equipment 
used by students is the type used in the construction industry.  
 
BUILDING TRADES II 

Offered at Adams Central 
2 semesters, 8 credits 
Grade 12 
Pre:  Building Trades I and Instructor Approval 
A Core 40 directed elective 

  
EARLY EDUCATION and CAREERS 

Offered at Bellmont 
Grades 11-12 
Pre: Adv. Child Development & Instructor Approval 
3 hours daily, 2 semesters, 6 credits 

This course prepares students for employment and careers in child-related fields. It includes planning and 
guiding developmentally appropriate activities for young children, application of basic health and safety 
principles, overview of management and operation child care facilities, and employability skills. Intensive child 
care, preschool and kindergarten lab experiences are included.  
 
HEALTH SCIENCE EDUCATION  I 

Offered at Bluffton 
Grades 11-12 
Pre:  None 
90 minutes daily, 1 semester, 1 credit 

HSE is designed for students who have a sincere interest in health occupations, which involves lectures, labs 
and clinical work. The clinical time may take place at a variety of locations, giving the students the opportunity 
for hands-on experience. Students learn the skills, attitudes, knowledge, and understanding necessary to enter 
the medical field, which consists of a wide range of occupations.  
In the extended laboratory, students have the opportunity to develop basic job skills in a clinical setting. It is an 
extension of the in-school laboratory. The instructor and the students should move from the local school to the 
actual health care clinical setting for pre-planned, educational experiences which are to be coordinated and 
evaluated by the school. The pre-planned activities provide an opportunity for the students to apply the 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes learned in the classroom. Actual instruction and supervision, usually provided 
on a one-to-one basis, is given by qualified health practitioners in the clinical setting, based on pre-determined 
specific learning competencies. Students are encouraged to participate in competitive events at both the state 
and national level. 
  
HEALTH SCIENCE EDUCATION  II 

Offered at Bluffton 
Grade 12 
90 minutes daily, 2 semesters, 4 credits 
Prerequisites:  Health Sciences I 

 
IT – INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY is a broad area divided into four different classes. Students can choose 
any of the four and can enroll in one as a junior and one as a senior. 

Offered at Bellmont 
4 credits per year 



Grade 10-12 
Pre: Algebra I, Keyboarding, Computer Applications, or Word Processing 

See Counselor for more information. 
 
Information Support and Services – Students in this class will gain the necessary skills to implement computer 
systems and deploy software solutions, provide technical assistance, and manage information systems with 
attention to security.  
Interactive Media – Students here will become competent in creating, designing, and producing secure 
interactive media products and services for business and industry. This program of study emphasizes the 
development of digitally-generated or computer-enhanced products using multimedia technology. 
Network Systems – Students in this program will acquire skills needed to plan, design, install, maintain, and 
manage network solutions used in business and industry. 
Programming and Software Development - Students in this class learn to write instructions that a computer can 
understand. Concepts and skills are taught by creating gaming programs, standard business programming 
applications, and multiple interactive web pages.  
 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Offered at Bellmont 
Pre:  None 
Grades 11-12 
90 minutes daily, 2 semesters, 4 credits 

Law Enforcement is of special interest to student wanting a career in corrections, law enforcement, security, or 
programs for the prevention of crime and delinquency. It is also suitable for students who want to become 
lawyers. The class looks at the historical background of how laws were formed, studies the agencies involved 
in the criminal justice system and learns about the methods used in solving crimes such as the use of 
fingerprints, hair fibers, blood stains, polygraph, etc. Guest speakers, job shadowing, direct observation of 
court proceedings, and hands-on experience in criminal investigations provide students with real world 
application of the justice system.  
 
PRECISION MACHINE TRADES I 

Offered at South Adams 
Grades 11-12 
2 hours daily, 2 semesters, 4 credits 
Pre: None, but Algebra I, Geometry, and 
General Metals is recommended 

Precision Machine Trades is a course designed for students who wish to learn about the metals machining 
industry. Precision Machine Technology helps students become a highly respected, precision machinist. 
Through classroom and hands-on experience students gain a good foundation of knowledge of the machine 
tool trade. Precision Machine Technology provides job entry skills which specialize in several areas of the 
machine and tool industry. This is a two year program so students who choose this course should plan on 
completing the entire program. A background in math, drafting, and metals is recommended. Advanced 
Precision Machine Technology is for seniors, and can be an on-the-job (OJT) experience or additional 
in-school training depending upon individual needs and desires.  
 
PRECISION MACHINE TRADES, II 

Offered at South Adams 
Grade 11-12 
3 hours daily, 2 semesters, 6 credits per year 
Pre:  Machine Trades I 

 
RADIO-TV BROADCASTING/Telecommunications 

Offered at Bellmont 



4 credits per year 
Grades 11-12 

Radio-TV will expose the student to radio broadcasting and television production theory. Course content 
covers the historical components of broadcasting and the impact of the media in today’s world. Students also 
receive training in interviewing techniques and communication skills. Strong reading and speaking skills are 
recommended. Other examples of course content are recording, editing, announcing, lighting, directing and 
camera techniques, basic commercial writing, weather broadcasting, and creating a short radio broadcast. 
 
WELDING and CUTTING 

Offered at Bluffton 
Upon completion of this course the students has the essential skills and knowledge to be gainfully employed in 
the welding field. Students laboratory experiences account for approximately 75% of the course time and 
center around activities involving (1) Oxyacetylene welding, soldering, brazing, fusion welding, oxy-acetylene 
cutting and plasma cutting; (2) stick electrode metal arc welding; (3) M.I.G. and T.I.G. welding. The remaining 
25% of the course time is spent in classroom discussions and demonstrations.  
 
CULINARY ARTS 

Offered at Bluffton 
This program is designed to prepare students to join the workforce or continue their education in the area of 
food service operation, preparation, and ultimately, professional chef. Targeted areas of curriculum will include 
nutrition, sanitation and safety, basic food preparation, baking, pastries, meat and seafood, equipment 
utilization and maintenance, purchasing, inventory, and management. This program is open to Juniors and 
Seniors who may enroll for one or both years. It is recommended that students consider this program for two 
years for advancement into related post-secondary and apprenticeship programs.  

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 
STUDENT SERVICE 

Grades 9-12 
1 or 2 semesters, 0 credits 
Pre: The student must have passed 6 full credit courses the previous semester + be currently 
enrolled in 3 full credit courses in each schedule + be in good disciplinary and attendance 
standing. 

Following any grade period a student who is now ineligible, will be removed from the student service program 
for both schedules A and B until that student becomes eligible again. 
  
The student must be willing to assume responsibility and be industrious, reliable, courteous, pleasant, loyal 
and a positive role model for others.  Students benefit through the gaining of experience, knowledge, 
satisfaction from serving others, growth in responsibility, organization, leadership, and opportunity to work with 
an adult. 
  
Students may request particular staff members.  Attempt will be made to assign students to staff members of 
their preference.  However, the administration or designee will make the final assignment.  A staff member may 
have no more than two service workers during any one-class period, and will not be assigned a service worker 
during his/her preparation period, unless requested by that staff member. 
  
Types of Student Service: 
1.  Student Librarians in either the high school or elementary school – assisting students in finding materials, 
shelving materials, finding materials on the computer, etc. 
2.  Office Assistants– delivering passes, filing, serving as receptionist and tour guide, keyboarding, etc. 
3.  Teacher Assistants– recording grades and attendance, grading papers and tests, collecting reference 
materials, tutoring individual students, supervising individual students, preparing lessons, preparing labs, etc. 



You may lead small groups in the classroom, assist students perform daily activities, and work with one or two 
students who are having difficulty with the subject matter in that class. 
(continued) 
4.  Assistants to Custodians and Lunch Program Personnel. 
Students on this program are expected to follow all school regulations, be punctual to the assignment, and 
remain in the staff member’s room the entire period or carry a pass when doing a task elsewhere.  The teacher 
determines the students who you will work with and the work to be done. 
 
PROFESSIONAL CAREER INTERNSHIP (VOCATIONAL CLASS) 

2 semesters, 2 credits 
Grade 11 or 12 
 A maximum of 4 credits may be earned from this course. 
Pre:  A GPA of 2.0 or higher, with no failing grades during the last school year. 
 Complete an application 

This course will have required meetings.  It provides students with organized exploratory teaching experiences 
in kindergarten through grade nine.  All teaching experiences should be preplanned by the high school Cadet 
Teaching Experience teacher-trainer and the cooperating teacher(s) who are interested in supervising 
prospective teachers and providing them with pre-training experiences in one or more classes.  This course 
provides a balance of class work related to classroom organization, classroom management, the curriculum 
and instructional process, observations of teaching, and instructional experiences.  Study topics and 
background reading provides the cadets information concerning the teaching profession and the nature of the 
cadet teachers’ assignments.  Evaluation is based upon the cooperation of the cadet teacher, day-to-day 
practical performance, a portfolio which includes samples of work with pictures, and the teacher’s evaluation of 
class work including the potential ability to teach. 
  
 
 


